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FAMU College of Law Faculty are 
experienced, nationally recognized 
and highly regarded in legal education.  
The 2008-2009 academic year was 
extremely active in regards to faculty 
scholarship and activity. 

Publications
The mark of great law professors is 
measured in-part by their standing in 
published legal work.  FAMU College 
of Law Faculty were responsible for 
several notable publications in 2008-
2009, including:

Associate Professor Patricia •	
Broussard published the article 
Female Genital Mutilations: Exploring 
Strategies for Ending Ritualized 
Torture; Shaming, Blaming, and 
Utilizing the Convention Against 
Torture in the Duke Journal of Gender 
and Law Policy in June 2008.  She 
also published “Now You See it Now 
You Don’t: Addressing the Issue of 
Websites which are ‘Lost in Space’” 
in Volume 35, Issue 1 of the Ohio 
Northern University Law Review.

Professor Barbara Bernier •	
published “Unholy Troika: Gender, 
Race and Religiosity in the 2008 
Presidential Contest” in the Duke 
Journal of Gender, Law and Policy. 

Associate Dean Jeremy Levitt •	
along with Matthew Whitaker, 
Associate Professor of History at 
Arizona State University, edited and 
wrote the introduction for Hurricane 
Katrina: America’s Unnatural Disaster, 
a 336-page book.

Associate Professor Jennifer Smith •	

published “Credit Cards, Attorney’s 
Fees, and the Putative Debtor: A 
Pyrrhic Victory? Putative Debtors 
May Win The Battle But Nevertheless 
Lose the War” in Maine Law Review, 
Volume 61. She also published “’Dirty 

Pretty Things’ & 
the Law (Curing the 
Organ Donation and 
Health Care Crises 
in America)” in 
the Chapman Law 
Review (2008).

Presentat ions 
and Media
From local to 
national conferences 
and media, College 

of Law Faculty members were well 
represented in Florida and across the 
country as presenters and legal experts 
for a variety of legal venues and events.  
Some highlights include:

Associate Professors Rhonda •	
Reaves was a panelist with “On the 
Job: The Challenges of Work and 
the Workplace” and Deleso Alford 
Washington participated in the panel 
discussion titled, “The Diversity Crisis 
in Legal Education and the Profession” 
at the 2008 Northeast People of Color 
Legal Scholarship Conference held at 
Boston University School of Law in 
September.

Professor Robert Abrams delivered •	
the keynote address when the University 
of Arkansas Division Of Agriculture’s 
Public Policy Center and the University 

of Arkansas Little Rock Bowen School 
of Law presented its biennial water 
conference in November.

Legal Writing Instructor Timothy •	
Blevins served as closing keynote 
speaker at the 2008 Conference 
of the National Association of 
Hearing Officials (NAHO) with 
an address entitled “Striving for 
Excellence Through the Written 
Word” in November.  Also at the 
conference Associate Professor Rhoda 
Cato, presented on “Due Process: 
Fundamental Concepts – Practical 
Application.”

Associate Professor Deleso Alford •	
Washington  presented “Acknowledging 
the ‘Narrative Behind the Narrative’ 
of Enslaved Black Women and the 
Development of Gynecology in the 
United States” at the University of 
Toledo College of Law in Ohio in 
October. 

Dean LeRoy Pernell was •	
interviewed on Tuesday, November 4, 
2008 by Gail Paschall-Brown of WESH 
Channel 2.  In the interview, Dean 
Pernell offered commentary about the 
possibility that the nation could see 
a democratic president, House and 
Senate, and the impact of such a shift 
in political power.

Associate Professor Jennifer •	
Smith participated as a panelist at 
“Practical Issues in Health Law”, 
Campbell University Norman Adrian 
Wiggins School of Law’s Law Review 
Symposium in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
in January.

Professor Robert Abrams presented •	
“Water Law 102: Groundwater 
Basics” at the 27th Annual Water Law 
Conference in San Diego in February.  
Professor Abrams also presented 
“Applying the BWT Framework to 
Contemporary Water Disputes” at 
the Boundary Waters Treaty (BWT) 
Centennial Symposium presented by 
the Wayne Law Review at Wayne State 
University Law School in Detroit in 
February.

FACULTY

New FAMU Faculty members were welcomed 
at the Faculty Showcase in September.

2008-2009 FAMU College of Law Faculty.



FAMU College of Law Annual Report 2008-09Page 8

Florida A&M University College of Law
201 Beggs Avenue
Orlando, FL 32801

www.famu.edu/law

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage 

PAID
Orlando, Florida

Permit #413

FAMU College of Law Accreditation Celebration Events

Golf Tournament
Friday, February 19, 2010

7:30 a.m. - Shotgun Start

Walt Disney World Osprey Ridge Golf Course
Lake Buena Vista, FL 

Individual Golfer - $150
Foursome - $500

Accreditation Gala
Saturday, February 20, 2010

6 p.m. - V.I.P. Reception
7 p.m. - Banquet

Walt Disney World Coronado Springs Resort
Lake Buena Vista, FL

Individual Ticket - $150
Table (8 guests) $1,500

Golf and Gala Combination - $250
(One ticket to each event)


